From the Union Victorian Cemetery Flyer

Union Victorian Cemetery

Established in 1862
The oldest Monument Cemetery in Northeast Oregon

770 E. Fulton St.
P.O. Box 707
Union, Oregon 97883
541-562-5212
UnionCemeteryl@frontier.com
Office Hours 9:00-11:00
The Chapel

This building is reported to have been constructed in 1893 as a tool shed for the cemetery. In
1997 the Veterans took timber from the old Union Four Mill and siding from an historic house
and refurbished the shed into a Chapel.

Outbreaks

We find published in the papers stories from 1909 stating that Union had an outbreak of
Diphtheria and also Scarlet Fever. The railroad was closed as well as churches and schools. a
curfew was set up so that no one under the age of 19 could be on the streets. Many families
lost their children, You will find many graves for children and some are marked by sheep.

National Cemetery History

(information missing) You will find several stones of this original design marking the graves of
many brave Veterans in our cemetery. The stone has a rounded top with a shield emblem. It



gives the soldiers Name, Rank and Company served. You can learn more about their service
by looking up their company online. There are many veterans buried here from various wars.

Fredrick Nodine
0S2160-4

Fred, who was the judge in the case of Conrad Miller and Jabaz Hinckley, settled here in the
valley in 1862. He built one of the largest cattle ranches and became one the wealthiest men in
this area for over 20 years. He was known throughout the state because of his large cattle
drives. Fred donated the land for the cemetery to be built upon, he also donated the land for the
public school. In the end however, through some bad investments, Fred and his wife Eliza died
here in Union among the impoverished, ( Buried north of the gate to the walkway leading to the
chapel).

https://cite.case.law/or/48/527/

Joseph and Catherine Upton
0S2-146-5

Joseph was the first caretaker of this cemetery. They are buried in our only crypt.

Moses Lore
0S2-157-8

Just to the north side of the Chapel lies Moses Lore, one of the first french Canadians to come
to Union. He came to the Oregon territory in 1830's. In 1839 he was working for Henry
Spalding ( a missionary working with the Nez Perce). He lived with the Indians for many years.
He worked in the Rocky Mountains as a hunter and trapper of beaver and buffalo. He fought
with Indians and robbers. he was a miner who but found no gold only fever, ague and scurvy.
he peddled merchandise until he finally made his way to Union in 1862. He married Mary
Sanders (a Chinook) and together that had 6 children, only one survived. Joseph Lore, Moses
son is buried her beside his father 0S2-157-06.

1

Biography of Moses Lore https://accessgenealogy.com/california/biography-of-moses-lore.htm

The Evening Stateman (Walla Walla, Wa) 13 jul 1904
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/9589844/the-evening-statesman-walla-walla-wa/
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Albert J. Goodbrod
0S2-138-5

Albert was born in Germany and as a young boy came with his family to America. Later he
joined up with Company B Scott's 900, 1* United States Calvary. A.J. Goodbrod is a veteran of
the Civil War. He was wounded 9 times during his enlistment. He was shot down near Fairfax



Courthouse and after lying on the field for 7 days and being passed over many times for dead,
he was found by soldiers detailed to do the burying and taken to Washington D.C. Hospital
where he remained for 5 months, He was a farmer, served as Marshall and councilman and
owned the Centennial Hotel.

James Pyle
0S2-151-2

James was the first Senator from Union County. with each family working hard in doing their
part to build this area, James did his part by developing the road through Pyle's Canyon. Much
rock needed to be cleared away fro the road. We also have buried here Keller Bartholemew
0S2-225-8 and several others who are noted in our books as having been "killed in blasts while
working in Pyle's Canyon".

James Myers
0S2-225-3

Located just north of the office is the marker of James Myers and Thomas Smith. James Myers
had a ranch on Balm Creek. He was preparing to retire form his freighting business and go into
stock raising. On July 12, 1978 he was heading to Umatilla on his last run when James,
Thomas and other freighters were attacked by Indians. This most likely happened while they
were still sleeping. they were killed at a point previously called Crawford's Hill but became
known as "Dead Man's Pass".

Jones Family
0S2-232-1,2,3,4

There are several articles in the La Grande Evening Observer from 12/1906 that tell the story of
this family of 8. Apparently they ate some home canned beans for supper on night. After which
they became sick. Within a few days the mother and 3 of the children had perished from
Ptomains poisoning.

Anna Ratz
0S2-236-3

There is a mystery behind Anna's death. In the East Oregonian it tells the story of Mrs. Ratz
leaving her home sometime in the early morning. Her husband awoke to find her gone. he



roused the neighbors around 4:00 a.m. to help in the search. Her clothes were found near the
creek, Her body was not found until some hours later. She was discovered with her hands tied
behind her back but in such as way that she could not have done it herself. The inquest found
no motive for suicide and yet it was not evident how anyone could entire her to leaver he home.
No more of this story is found in the paper.

William Conklin Cusick
0S1-43-18

In 1964 William joined the Union Army as a volunteer. He was sent to the 1st OR Infantry
where it was their duty to keep an eye on the Nez Perce Indians. However the native people
remained quiet so William, with some time on his hands, sent for a book on botany. Sometime
after being discharged he and his brother settled in the Powder Valley doing some ranching.
For 4 decades Cusick undertook pioneering botanical explorations of the remote Wallowa and
Blue Mountain ranges until blindness and deafness overcame him. At on time he had nearly 40
taxa (species) bearing the Cusick name and Cusick in Wallowa County is named for him.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Conklin Cusick

Charles C. Coffinberry
0S1-34-9

Charles left home, Ohio, at age 18 to become a peddler and sold goods throughout the country.
In 1957 he went to Seneca Kansas and helped to lay out that city. He continued on his travels
until he came to Union in about 1866 where he started up a carpenter trade school.

While in Kansas he was elected for the State Legislature and in addition he held many other
offices in their government. When the war broke out he raised two companies of soldiers who
became part of the 7th & 10th Kansas Calvary. He help pass the prohibition bill in 1873.


https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629

http://www.usgennet.org/usa/or/county/unionl/coffinberrybiosunion.htm

The Saari Family
0S1-83-4,5,6

In the old cemetery nooks we have one notation beside this family which reads, "Death
seemingly rather mysterious" The family of 3 died within a week of each other.

The Swackhammer Family
0OS1-27 graves 2-10

Father Sammuel migrated to Union around 1862-63. he had a freighting business that took him
to the Dalles, where he met his wife, Clara. He served several terms as the Sheriff of Union.

It was while he was sheriff that tragedy struck his family. This is from an article in the July 5,
1879 Grant County Newspaper "Union Sentinel: An affliction that has befallen our respected
citizen, Sheriff Swackhammer, cast a gloom over the entire community. On last Sunday his
youngest child was buried beside the fresh graves of his brother and three little sisters. But one
child, the oldest of a family of six, remains; in the silent home of the dead, the victims of fell
destroyer diphtheria”.

He continues to serve in Union government in several different areas. Conrad Swackhammer
is Samuel's Father and Hiram Dodge is his wife Clara's Father, 0S2-161-5 Just south of the
Chapel walkway.

https://sites.google.com/site/oregonpioneerobituaries/union-county/samuel-o-swackhammer

William T. Phy

had the acclaim of being the proprietor of the Hot Lake Sanitorium, building it up to a
prominence in the northwest. He was also a leading surgeon in the west. Hazel is his second
wife. His son Mark was also a physician.


https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629
https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24292635/william-thomas-phy

John A. Phy

only lived to the age of 10. He was killed when a brother was moving a gun to put it away safely
and it went off for an unknown reason hitting John in the head.

John F. Phy

was the sheriff of Union at the time of Kelsey Porter murder case. John reported as the one to
fix the rope around the neck of Porter

Kelsey Porter
0S1-103-2

The only man legally hung in Union County. Porter was tried and found guilty for the shooting of
the Mache family, Benjamin, Mary and their son 17-year old Joseph on 1/1/1896. The hanging
occurred 11/19/1997 at the old courthouse. This is now Union High School and you can still see
the barred windows in the back. You can find more information about this case by looking it up
online.

Vigilante's Gunfight Left Three Neighbors Dead, Led to Gallows by Finn J.D. John- November
18,2017 http://offbeatoregon.com/1711c.kelsey-porter-vigilante-killings-470.html



https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629
https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629

Audio Story http://offbeatoregon.com/assets-2017/1711c.kelsay-porter-murder-of-maches-
470/1711c.180126.kelsay-porter-vigilante-killings 01.mp3

https://www.lagrandeobserver.com/archive/behind-bars/article 09ed6cb3-1a80

Judge Robert Eakin
0S1-29-9

Judge Eakin has his roots in Ireland. In 1866 his family moved to Eugene where he attended
college. By 1875 has had made his way to Union where he was appointed to the office of
Judge. He was known for adhering to the line of justice and equity. He was highly respected by
all and a champion for the principle of truth. He was also judge of the above care of Kelsey
Porter.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert Eakin

William Roth
0S1-2-10

William was born in Germany where he learned to be a copper (barrel maker). He came to
Union in 1864 learning more skills along the way. He built one of the buildings housing the
Union Museum in 1881.

John T, Outhouse
0S1-85-5

When the territory of Oregon was first established many people worked hard to get schools for
the children. Finally in 1851 the first free school system was established and John was asked to
be the first teacher. He had over 20 students and was paid less than $100 per year. this was
the beginning of what we now have for a school system. His wife Lavina started teaching when


https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629
https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629
https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629
https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629

the first school was built in La Grande, called the "White School;. They spent many years
teaching together.

W.T. and Belle Wright
0S1-14-1 &4

Isabel "Belle" Wright married W.T. Wright in 1870. Belle started teaching in schools when she
was 16. They met while she was teaching here and attending college at EOU (at its beginning).
Of the many things she did, Belle was instrumental in starting the "Union Cemetery Society" and
the "Public Reading Room". W.T. or William organized the national Bank of Union. He was on
the school board, Mayor and held many other offices as Union developed.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/78615954/isabel-wright

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/78616075/william-thomas-wright

Katie Wright
0S1-13-6

Katie is buried next to her parents. They were an influential family and sent a likeness to Italy
an had her stone carved to look like her. For over 100 years flowers have been placed on her
marble hands by unknown persons.

Abel E. Eaton
0S1-13-6

Abel had little education but studied the dictionary. this qualified him to teach school which he
did on several occasions. He made his way to what is now known as Baker City he purchased
a scythe for 50 cents and went to work cutting wild hay to sell to freighters. He continued to
build up businesses here in Union, one being the Woolen Mill. He is reported to have been the
first Mayor of Union. He donated much to the Willamette University and Eaton Hall is named for
him.

Nicholas Tarter

0OS1-73-5


https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629
https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629

A pioneer emigrant, born in Prussia, Germany

Conrad Miller
0S2-151-8

Just behind the chapel to the north you will find the marker for Conrad Miller who was the first
white man to settle in the area in 1861. He built a cabin to spend his first winter in. In the spring
of 1862 he decided to go back to Vancouver to purchase some fruit trees. When he returned he
discovered 3 men had taken over the cabin. These men wanted the place for their own. Fred
Nodine was asked to judge in the case. Nodine discovered that Conrad had planted a garden
before he left on his trip to Vancouver. Nodine felt that because of this Conrad had planned to
return to his cabin so it was decided that the claim should belong to Miller.

https://www.oregongenealogy.com/union/union.htm

Jabaz Hinckley
0S-173-3

A group of miners were in Idaho discussing where to spend the upcoming winter when a man
spoke up and said "Boys, | can tell you where to go for the land. go to Grande Ronde Valley,
Oregon for it is the most beautiful valley | ever saw". A couple of days after that Jabaz Hinckly
and Cutting Clark started off for that valley. These are two of the men Conrad Miller found in his
Cabin when he returned from his trip. ( South of the Chapel)

Harriet Chapman

0S2-140-10


https://www.blogger.com/u/1/blog/post/edit/8205209282225656906/5090465239230480629

Harriet and her husband J.A.J. Chapman are of the original settlers in the valley. We have no
dates for her birth or death, just a note scrawled beside her name that says she is the first
person buried in the Cemetery.

See the Historic Victorian Cemetery Flyer for more information

) zoratl
<H3 00 0 tood shesd $or Oe
ey, 197 %0
Veterons boch Srders bon
i cid Unen Fiowr |
-d:-u“—.n-mur:

e rort pntl"'d’-n-'hh Corrad Mine
Whia 36 100 AN WS TN 18 80N N e 20ea 0
TOGT, o ool 4 oo Ko spena b frst vk in
1090 sring of 1662 1o Ceckand 1 g0 book 0
Vervone: 1o oerrhme 35ms Bl fres. Whae ho
L L L it

Bekrn o WLON N 1D 10 Varcouve Nodios el

16 Corro0 1ed plawyd b rolum

10 i Gt 83 1 e dacond Ped B0 cim) shoukd
Ly 1 NI

Hinckivy O52-9733

AGERp o s web 0 Kt <

whars
10 2070 Tos UDIOMEQ AN When B TN 3D0ke
U 0 NS Thoys, | Gt el you ahee £ go k¢
lad. Co o Crangs Aoads Veley, Oregus for s
e 33081 D0aih vl | e e T A g of
Odrys 2Pxe Bust Jebas Mersiiey nd Catrg Clas
A o for Bk valey  Thwse ave S of e e
Cowad Mikr ford n bt Cabir whon Se retumed

Union Victorian Cemetery

Bt up 9% of e migect c¥le rarchec 3
Decanse on e of Die unelibisar men in s aren by
over 20 years Me ot o roughad te s
becase of His lge camte dibes. Fred donaiad
e land o Pus comedery © o8 IR wpon he ko
doraied he larel kr e Bubit scho. in de ent
howeser, oo bad v esereanis Free ane
faz weie Ekza chod here 1 Urion emong the
iwprewited Ruried (o o the gete 53 e
wa by cadrg b o chape )
Jriiph avd Cathmme Upton
Q31468 csoph was 1o st cvmrakar of e
ometery. They e burfed In our only oreat
Woces Lare 052157 4
Rl to s nadh o of
10 Crepa: 3ot I8 grove
of Weaos Lom, ore of
e fost Yo canafurn
= oame o Urkon. My
L Cwre ) o Dot
terriory In T 18307
1875 B e woting b
HMy SPCIG (0 ROt MK o) D N
Preca)l. M St wis s Indlacs or oty yeees
H2 ot B U Rochy MG A) o e &0
reopa of Daever anC e Me gt win
VI AN Iy P A e Dt durnd o
QUi Ly fewar, 20Us 05 S0y e Cmldiat

(smmndb«i-a’wmad et
it useph Lore. Mosas™ son i toried heve

doey ek parl b bUsd e aree Javms dd b pat
Ly Sevebap g B famd Frough Pe’s Camyon
Nich sock reedad %o be cexad Samy o he rass
We afse harve bu fexd heve Kot Bavih sy
Q522258 arc srveral cwis who ate noled i o
Looes 89 heviry) b “wdied n blasis asvie s
1 Pyia's Canyon”

ames Myers OZ202% 3
L'\.cxdpﬂ sorh of e

DOeDaeT 1 rokre Yom hie
Fghong aakeas ord oo
0 SI0CK raking. On by
12, 1870 to wae Soading % Uimatily o0 ha eyt mn
et Sevine, Thomme o (1 2 ol Bulg s e
ortacked by Infons  THis moat iy happenod
WIEG Py el Wl BASOR G TRy ware i of 34
DR O asy D00 Crmrund & i Dl Docamo
wrvwm 8 Teod Ner's Fasy

Josee Fasby OS2 23212354
There aow semra w5508 11 e LoGesrss Ceaning
Cltoncadt fraes 1271908 e W6 20 #oey of T
famiy of 6. Apparenty Dwy sle e NOiTe Cannes
Dades for Bgper ate tighl. Aler wdich ey
ety SiEh. WPRs O fow dayt o o ted 3
of s chlden Sad perieted Soes Ploesaion
passnrg
A Raz 052283

Errablied 1852 There & 9 rysieey bebend fewma s Seath. e
Frams v V. (Sourh of Do Chapel) < Aot | Goodiwed 0521385 ot Orageonan il volls e oty of s Rate

Hamet Chagesan 0821010 Ay aldey VW(V-:-«)-H-M#'W" Ased wat bam in Goarany 3nd 8t 2 yourg toy lexvirg her horme samaaTe 1 B carly momeng
Harist ered b bunbsass JAJ Craprren ere of e WbE.-‘rma cerrw wvh bin Sy 1o Avenze. Lakes he jonves uz er funbend aeche ¥ frd bey o Mo roused
crgeal kocters i e wailey W o ne diries Sar _y-icauuu with Campany B, Scolfs 900, 4° Unitied Stetos Fereghton aoned 4 am 5 htp n e soath
her birth or doats, jaat @ noo screvied besede Ser 580 £202 Covwiry. AJ Goccbrod o n valeree of e Crnl Ioer sicthes were ke reer he creok. Her bady
T 18 sy S is Ow Aot garsor red 1 0 > 1 o cOre War, He wan wou tied 9 Leas duteg e ik 100 Boaund s sa hoses e 5w s

V EET ariatrart bz was shot down noer Fartex dacoversd wh hor heas ted behind her back bt

cobag Fesey
wellwd Rete in e
| viloy 1 132 He

Conehoune o afier Y o0 e fokd S0 7 daps
g 2ong patead awer many Smes ‘or deae, e
s Faund by soictes detvind b3 03 Be e vy

um
Vnen Corty Immhuynwvm n

1 5uch & vay Tnt she COUE MNeve deon K anef
The opcar £uns o manko 2 aisgo and yo b
WA L Y W A tyr w Lol wolics Per 1
e hor nomn. Na Mo of ts 3oy B kund
o oapw



1iroad wes oosed &3 et 23 chuches avd
BER0M A curew Wik B LD &S T NG are Crder
e age cf 19 coud be on 182 pree. Mavy
Larrales onl it ahigwer. Yiw wi Fod ey
oes v chidren a7 tame e merkad oy Sheep
Mationa! Cemetory Hatory

Velerm emm’rﬁrdm‘m

Vairedid 'ep M0 & W1RH e e £ ghvse e

sahs Hwrw, ek wc Comparyy saned Yau
‘oaung u
Tar compary o fre Mmmm
Buried hae froen vadent
u-c-uncuucn»w
DAL LT the Linien .

YRTNR N ALOE M0 1 N noary 43 e

Jecion) Searng Po Cusick "arme ¢ Mot

Cusid 11 Veabows Courty i ransd for e
Chartes C, Cotfnboery 051349

Charies o hore, Chi, 8l age 7% D tecarre &
et der a0 a0 eeds Tvoughos he oty

S et oy He sorbrued on s baven Ul he
mbu-onum1m-mrom¢wn

N\hi-lvuﬂ-mwhh
haig

Ths Saarl Famity 041 804868
1 15 56 e eiiry books o hve She noletion
Ponids B ATy which roaIR, Tsath semingly
Aaset rrmteionn * This feendy of § Sod Wit &
WS ot pach sther
St A m&m—uhwu“l-z'mo
10 Fae o riyves v -
Union amund 1862.0). e te s IR
AEFERD Barwie Il Lok New
0 1% D108 WEGG e M Ny

b
wim sty on-aray T
N e uriod Detide B eah graves of

00t and Pree iTe saien GU e hed, e

otes of s amly of et s he slrt tove
o e dean, T votng of T el seevope
apirtena”

Tha Phy Family 08¢ 5410
John U Py brough! his fAny wits Nes ke Orgon
AT v 8 G G, e G008 J00W F
Masil W, Jobe A M et Magge
AL BN e

Wiliam T, Phy hed Yo scomm of

00 & BENG SEFEN N B vest
Heae @ b secard nie lhe som
MR w0e 500 2 phpseian
Joha A. Py oy sveet ta the age of 10
He e Mud Aten o ol or et ceviog @ g '
T amy sarery arad B wend off for v ks pan
remsan hing Jow i tm hoss
Sab P, Plry was 0o Seef of Unen o
tw 8 af 1 Knisey Portar murcer case. Jobn
ey reserted s e o 10 £x 150 200 witurvl B

nate of Pormer
Nalowy Porer 0811000
Tho eny man eoaly Sarg n Lnkew Courty Porer

Iy, e

i Janmok on V11408 T”W'M

SUMILIRY a1 e 0k CouMo.  THIG b e Uw

LIN0N HGY SOt AT 10 08% $81 Bow 1 dered

WROTes o U Deck You cat Ind o

180 ST SOSLE VS (068 by WoKrg XL orine
Jedps Rowvert Bakin 051299

Sudge Dandn s e ross In roand e N0 1

Py Pxvidl b EuQon s whare "o atonded

ol By TETU he fad mako N iy 1 LnGn

WA A3 ABe AEECO16d I e Uce UTJue 1

Wik v S a@ivirhog o e Lke

of katce sed aquly. e wm highty

resperied by 80 ad 8 thevrpes ke

o prrcipes of bl M van M

mﬂnmmdm

Willam Rath 051210
Wilar ses tom v Germany whers o serted o
B0 8 coopet (Berw maker) e swvw B3 Ungn in
A5 warring mom shils akwg 1o way e Beht
m:‘dnlhlm.n-n'quuww”n
“

SN T, Qutheuse CS1.885
When the inrriicny o Omgon wes Aot setabisbod
sty tage Mochid bard 1 g et cos S e
chicren Fraly i 1854 90 412 Y00 scheal sywen
Ve Al e e Jobn wmes saesc D e e Wt
LRCHGr H T e 20 SLa0eMs A Wil P
foex en 3403 Do yoer TR vtk e Sagioving of
AN W o T Tur @ SOTO0 Mplenl Ha »ife

Lasen siarted Inach g wheo o st school wan
Ll i LaGrande, wuh'we-&lu.i""w
Spark rary yoart logrte
v.-ab::‘znmohum
Iate el avied W T Wrght p 00
i srecls whet the was 16

crg
WY oe WRim agarined e
Natooa Bark ot i Mo wes

Bot 55 oo vis ardd ek b vk sy Ny o
1wl e hegries e cordrusd fo Sl up
ke easen heve = Usion, e ey e Wookn
Wi -ucmhwmnﬂvmu
Unon e gonited much b Be Wilerells
Lvwwmnsty bewd Faton ol s rarved Iy ey
Nichalss Taster 081758
A gonse origeant, boen 1 Frassa Gerrmey




